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I. First Principle: Apply the First Three Levels of the Layers of Context to the Book.

In order for the Bible student to rightly understand the significance of any given book of the Bible, it is necessary to see it in its entire Scriptural context. This will include an understanding of why the Bible was written to begin with, as well as a consideration of the Testament and the section of that Testament which the book is in. From your own general consideration of Exodus in its context, seek to express how an understanding of that context helps you to begin to get a sense of the book as a whole.

II. Second Principle: Note the Place of the Book in the Canon of Scripture.

The more the Bible student studies the Bible the more he realizes that each book occupies a special place in the canon of Scripture. This is especially significant in the study of the books in the Pentateuch. Show how the book of Exodus occupies a very strategic place in the canon of the Old Testament.

III. Third Principle: Apply the Fourth Level of the Layers of Context to the Book.

Once the Bible student has seen the significance of the testamental and sectional context of the book, he is ready to consider the overall thrust of the book itself. From your own previous reading and exposure to the book of Exodus, mention and discuss the overall central emphasis of the book. In other words, what do you believe to be that main thing God is seeking to accomplish in the lives of His people through this wonderful book? You may be aided in your answer by carefully considering the following outline of the book.

1. The Story of Redemption: Chapters 1-13
a.  The Need for Redemption



Chapter 1

b.  The Human Redeemer



Chapters 2-4

c.  The Exaltation of the Divine Redeemer

Chapters 5-11 

d.  Redemption by Blood



Chapter 12

e.  Redemption by Blood Remembered

Chapter 13

2. The Results of Redemption: Chapters 13:17-40 

a.  Guidance





Chapter 13:17-22

b.  Complete Deliverance [Salvation]


Chapter 14



c.  Joyful Song




Chapter 15

d.  Supply of Needs




Chapter 16:1-17:7

e.  Victory





Chapter 17:8-16

f.  Wisdom





Chapter 18

g.  Obedience





Chapters 19-24

h.  Worship





Chapters 25-31 & 35-40

i.  Glorious Separation



Chapters 32-34

IV. Fourth Principle: Seek to Discern the Special Contribution the Book Makes to the Canon of Scripture.

After prayerful contemplation state what seems to be the particular contribution which would be missing if the book of Exodus were not in the Bible.

V. Fifth Principle: Compare and Contrast the Book with any other Book in the Bible that has a Similar Overall Message.

While the message of Exodus is actually very similar to the message given in the book of Romans in the New Testament, the truth as it is presented in Exodus seems to touch the hearts of people in a special way. By showing the similarities and differences between these two books, show why this is true.

VI. Sixth Principle: Trace the Central Message of Exodus throughout the Book as a Whole.

1. The Story of Redemption: Chapters 1-13
a.  The Need for Redemption  (A Divine Reminder)
Chapter 1

1) By comparing Exodus 1:1-6 with Genesis 15:13 along with any other Scriptures, show how these introductory verses emphasize the need for redemption.

2) Compare Exodus 1:7-14 with Psalm 119:67 and Lamentations 3:27 in order to show how God was revealing the need for redemption to His people.

3) What particular aspect of conflict does God emphasize in Exodus 1:15-22 in order to clinch in the hearts of His people the need for redemption?

4) By noting Exodus chapter 1 as a whole show why it is such an appropriate illustration of the devastating reality of sin.

b.  The Human Redeemer: Chapters 2-4

· Moses lived 120 years. His life naturally divides itself into three 40-year periods. (Acts 7:23-26)

1) The First Forty Years: The Years of Divine Protection- Exodus 2:1-15; Acts 7:17-29; Hebrews 11:23-26 

2) The Second Forth Years: The Years of Divine Preparation- Exodus 2:16-4:17; Acts 7:30-34

3) The Third Forty Years: The Years of Divine Power- Exodus 4:18-Deuteronomy; Acts 7:35-44; Hebrews 11:27-29

· Since we will be examining this third period more closely as we continue our study of Exodus and the remaining books of the Pentateuch, we will confine our present consideration to the first two periods.

(i) From your own careful reading and consideration of the passages of Scripture referred to in part one of Moses' life above, mention and discuss any ways in which God was protecting Moses during this period of his life.

From your consideration of the Scriptures referred to in part two of Moses' life [page 6], mention and discuss everything you can find that God did, or permitted, in order to prepare Moses for service during this period of his life.

c.  The Exaltation of the Divine Redeemer: Chapters 5-11

· There are two primary ways in which the LORD exalted Himself in these chapters as the Divine Redeemer. The first was through humiliating all the Egyptian deities through the plagues. The second was through the answers he gave Moses to all of Pharaoh's objections. From your own study of these chapters mention and discuss how the LORD exalted Himself:

1) Through the Plagues

2) Through answering Pharaoh's objections

d.  Redemption by Blood: Chapter 12

1) Through your careful study of Exodus 12 along with your reading of Romans 3:21-5:21, and 1 Corinthians 5:7, seek to show in as much detail as you can how the doctrine of redemption by blood is distinctly taught in Exodus 12.

2) Some have suggested that the truth of redemption by blood is something newly instituted here to Israel in Exodus 12. How would you respond to such a statement?

3) Can you think of any circumstances in which this "story" of redemption by blood would have special value for a Christian today? (Why would a Christian benefit in a special way by carefully considering this "story" again?)

e.  Redemption by Blood Remembered: Chapter 13

1) In verses 1-16 of Exodus 13 we find the institution of the Passover Feast as a memorial of Israel being redeemed by blood on the last night of their captivity in Egyptian bondage. Discuss how this feast is especially suited to memorialize blood redemption as God put it on display that night in Egypt.

2) God's deliverance of Israel from Egyptian bondage entailed much more than redemption by blood [as we will see]. Yet this is the only portion He specifically required them to memorialize. In what way is this significant to us today?

2. The Results of Redemption: Chapters 14-40 (Also 13:17-22)

a.  Guidance: Chapter 13:17-22

1) How do verses 17 & 18 help you to more fully appreciate God's wisdom in guiding His people? 

2) How does verse 19 help you to trust the providential guidance of God in your own life?

3) From your careful consideration of  verses 20-22, mention and discuss what we can expect God's guidance to be like in our lives as a result of redemption.

4) How can I be sure to discern the Lord's guidance when He provides it in my life?

b.  Salvation by Power: Chapter 14

· From your reading of this wonderful chapter mention and discuss everything that helps you to see the wonder of the mighty power of God in redeeming His people.

c.  Joyful Song: Chapter 15

1) Read thoughtfully through the Song recorded in verses 1-21 of this chapter. What seems to you to be the central message of this Song? Support your answer from the passage.

2) Mention and discuss any principles of true God-honoring music you find in this wonderful passage.

3) From your prayerful consideration of verses 22-27 of this chapter, can you suggest any reasons why the Holy Spirit has placed this passage where we find it in our book of Exodus?

d.  Supply of Needs: Chapters 16:1-17:7

1) How do the first five verses of chapter 16 prepare us to more deeply appreciate God's supply of our needs?

2) What important lesson about our Lord's supply of our needs is brought out in verses 6-8?

3) Mention and discuss any principles of God's supply of our needs as a result of Redemption found in this entire passage.

e.  Victory: Chapter 17:8-16

1) What double TYPE of the Lord Jesus Christ is presented clearly in this passage?

2) From your contemplation of Exodus 17:8-16 mention and discuss any clear principles of victory over enemy opposition which you can see in this passage.

f.  Wisdom: Chapter 18

1) How does what is described in verses 1-12 prepare Moses to receive the wisdom God gave through Jethro in the latter portion of the chapter?

2) Do you believe that the wisdom exhibited by Jethro in the latter portion of this chapter was just natural in some special way? Why or why not?

3) Can you suggest any reason why it would have been especially important for Moses to receive this wisdom from the Lord at this particular time?

g.  Obedience: Chapters 19-24

1) How does Exodus chapter 19 help to prepare us for the giving of the Law in the chapters to follow?

2) Since any law, of necessity, reveals much about the lawmaker[s], and since one main purpose of Scripture is to reveal God, mention and discuss anything which the Law (Exodus 19-24) reveals about God to us.

3) According to Romans 3:20, the Law does more than reveal God to us. What is this important function of the Law?

4) From your consideration of Matthew 22:34-40 along with Exodus 32:15-16 and Exodus 34:1, show how Jesus' statements about the Law are very appropriate. 

5) From any thoughtful consideration of the Epistles of the New Testament it is clear that the Ten Commandments are repeatedly reinforced. What important principle does this fact emphasize?

6) From your reading of Exodus 20-24 explain what the relationship is between the Ten Commandments and what follows in chapters 21-24.

7) Notice how many of the Ten Commandments are stated in the negative. Can you suggest any special value of this fact?

8) A look at each of the Ten Commandment

(i) The First Commandment

(ii) The Second Commandment

(ii) The Third Commandment

(iii) The Fourth Commandment

(iv) The Fifth Commandment

(v) The Sixth Commandment

(vi) The Seventh Commandment

(vii) The Eighth Commandment

(viii) The Ninth Commandment

(ix) The Tenth Commandment

9) A brief glance at the details in chapters 21-24

(i) From the many applications of the law in everyday life in these chapters, show how they reveal the high standards set up by the law

(ii) Show how chapter 24 forms a fitting link between the law on one hand and worship [the Tabernacle] on the other.

h.  Worship: Chapters 25-31 & 35-40

1) From your reading of Exodus notice how so many chapters are devoted to the Tabernacle. What does this suggest regarding the importance of worship in God’s eternal redemptive purposes?

2) By comparing the quantities of the various materials given for the building of the Tabernacle with some reference work [Bible dictionary, Bible Encyclopedia, etc.] show roughly how much was spent in the construction of the Tabernacle.

3) Mention any principles about giving that are emphasized in the sections dealing with the giving for the construction of the Tabernacle.

4) From your careful consideration of these chapters dealing with the Tabernacle mention and briefly discuss what you believe to be the central message of the Tabernacle with regard to worship.

5) Who was the builder of the Tabernacle? What was his essential qualification for such work?

6) Who was the Architect of the Tabernacle? Check Exodus 25:9, 40; Exodus 26:30; Acts 7:44; and Hebrews 8:5. Then show why this fact is so important.

7) Mention any ways in which the Tabernacle reminds you of the palace of a King. How does this help you to more fully enter into the message of worship in this wonderful book?

8) Show how each piece of furniture in the Tabernacle helps to reveal one at least aspect of the God’s perfect redemptive provision for every need in the reconciliation of sinful men with the Holy King.

(i) The Brazen Altar of Sacrifice-

(ii) The Brazen Laver of Cleansing-

(iii) The Golden Candlestick-

(iv) The Table of Shewbread-

(v) The Golden Altar of Incense-

(vi) The Ark of the Covenant-

i.  Glorious Separation: Chapters 32-34

1) From your study of Exodus 32-34 mention all details that reveal the serious need for separation in the lives of God’s people, the Israelites.

2) From your very careful study of Exodus 33:9-23, along with 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, and Ephesians 5:1-16, show:

(i) The essential evil of a lack of separation in the life of a saint.

(ii) The foundation of true separation.

VII. Seventh Principle: Seek a Passage from the book that helps to Clinch the Message of the Book as a Whole in your Heart.

Often a book in Scripture will have a particular portion that seems to really clinch its message in the heart of the reader or the student. Write out any such passage from Exodus that seems to accomplish this, and show how it does so.

VIII. Eighth Principle: Seek a Great Hymn or Song of the Faith that seems to embody the overall Message of the Book as a Whole. Write out the entire song, or the portion that is especially helpful here or on the back.
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