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First Principle: Apply the First Three Levels of the Layers of Context to the Book.

In order for the Bible student to rightly understand the significance of any given book of the Bible, it is necessary to see it in its entire Scriptural context. This will include an understanding of why the Bible was written to begin with, as well as a consideration of the Testament and the section of that Testament which the book is in. From your own general consideration of James in its context, seek to express how an understanding of that context helps you to begin to get a sense of the book as a whole.

Second principle: note the place of the book in the canon of scripture.

The more the Bible student studies the Bible the more he realizes that each book occupies a special place in the canon of Scripture. This is quite significant in the study of the book of James. Show how the book of James occupies a very strategic place in the canon of the New Testament.

Third Principle: Apply the Fourth level of the layers of context to the book.

Once the Bible student has seen the significance of the testamental and sectional context of the book, he is ready to consider the overall thrust of the book itself. From your own previous reading and exposure to the book of James, mention and discuss the overall central emphasis of the book. In other words, what do you believe to be that main thing God is seeking to accomplish in the lives of His people through this wonderful book? You may be aided in your answer by carefully considering the following outline of the book.

I. Chapter 1- Preparation for the Tests

a. 1:1-12- The Significance of the Everyday Life Tests

b. 1:13-21- The Danger of Turning our Hope into Vanity

c. 1:22-27- The Way to Victory in Testing

II. Chapter 2- The Foundational Everyday Life Tests

a. 2:1-13- The Respect of Persons Test (The Prejudice Test)

b. 2:14-26- The Faith-Works Test

III. Chapter 3:1-12- The Tongue Test

IV. Chapter 3:13-18- The Wisdom Test

V. Chapter 4 – The Submission Test

VI. Chapter 5- Three Final Tests

a. 5:1-6- The “Rich Man” Test

b. 5:7-11- The “Lazarus” Test

c. 5:12- 20- The Helpless-Dependence Test

Fourth Principle: Give Careful consideration to the first major section of the book in Chapter 1.

[1] From your consideration of the outline on the previous page, together with your personal and prayerful study of chapter one, show how this portion of the book provides a wonderful introduction to the book as a whole.

 [2] Study chapter 1, verses 1-12 carefully, then show how this portion identifies clearly the significance of the Everyday Life Tests of the reality of redemption in the life of every believer, and every professing believer.

 [3] Very carefully and prayerfully study James 1:13-21. Then thoroughly show how this passage identifies what may be the greatest enemy attack on the overall message of this wonderful book. [Please give special consideration to this study, as the instructor feels that this is one of the most important portions of this precious book.]

[4] Show how the Holy Spirit concludes this early portion of the book of James by placing before us the way to the genuine Christian life of redemptive victory in verses 22-27 of this first chapter.

Fifth Principle: Give Careful consideration to the Second major section of the book in Chapter 2.

[1] After prayerful contemplation of this second chapter as a whole, show how it provides the two foundational tests of the reality of redemption in the everyday life of the believer. Show how these two tests are truly foundational tests. [You may be helped in your answer to this question by asking yourself the question: If these first two tests are ignored, is there any real need to give consideration to the tests that follow in the succeeding chapters?]

[2] Now study the Respect of Persons [Prejudice] Test as it is presented in 2:1-13.

a. Show how verses 1-7 form the basic foundation for the revelation of this vital test.

b. Now show how verses 8-11 identify the seriousness of this sin of prejudice. [Be sure to show the relationship of the well-known and often-quoted verse 10 in its context here.]

c. Finally, show how these two verses clinch this test in a very powerful manner.

[3] Conclude your study of chapter 2 by seriously considering the second foundational everyday life test in verses 14-26: The Faith-Works Test.

a. Verses 14-19 provide the clear statement of the principle that faith without works is dead. This is a MOST IMPORTANT passage and should be studied carefully!

1) Show how verses 14-17 state the principle clearly and with a completely non-controversial illustration.

2) CLEARLY state what you believe is being said in verse 18. [Who is speaking in what portions of this verse?] Most importantly, what is CLEAR in this verse?

3) What is the significance of verse 19 in the context of this passage? [Bear in mind that Bible-writers sometimes use “holy sarcasm” under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.]

b. Verses 20-26 close out the section with two clear scriptural examples of the principles in the lives of real children of God.

1) Show how the question in verse 20 sets the tone for the remainder of the passage.

2) Now show how the example of Abraham is a foundational example of the principle that faith without works is not genuine.

3) Finally, show how the Holy Spirit used great wisdom in the second example He chose to illustrate the Faith – Works Test of the reality of a Christian testimony.

Sixth Principle: Give Careful consideration to the Third major section of the book in Chapter 3:1-12.
[1] Be clear about the first verse of the passage. State what you believe to be the meaning of this verse in the context of the entire passage.
[2] Now show how the Holy Spirit uses “hyperbole” to make an important point in the second verse of our passage. (Hyperbole is the use of language deliberately exaggerated for the sake of making a point.)

[3] Show how verses 3-5 prepare us for the Holy Spirit’s strong later statements about the tongue.
[4] Now show how verses 6-8 state the terrible truth about the tongue of the unregenerate man, or of the disobedient child of God.

[5] Finally, show how verses 9-12 clinch the Tongue Test of the reality of a Christian testimony. Mention any clear applications that come to mind.

Seventh Principle: Give Careful consideration to the Fourth major section of the book in Chapter 3:13-18.
[1] We now come to the “Wisdom” Test of the reality of our Christian Testimony. Show how verse 13 sets the stage for the clear instruction regarding genuine wisdom in this passage.

[2] The remainder of this brief passage is broken naturally down into two parts. In verses 14-16 James speaks to us about the “wrong kind” of “wisdom.” Show how these few verses identify the nature of man’s wisdom apart from any relationship with the Lord. In your answer be sure to include several examples of this kind of “wisdom” from the world system as you have seen or experienced it.
[3] In verses 17-18 the Holy Spirit identifies the nature of true wisdom, as it is given to man only in a living relationship with God. Show its characteristics as they are revealed in these two verses.

Eighth Principle: Give Careful consideration to the Fifth major section of the book in Chapter 4.
[1] Chapter four reveals what may be referred to as the “Submission Test” of the reality of our Christian Testimony. Carefully study verses 1-7, then show how it provides an excellent introduction to the “Submission Test.”
[2] Now show how verses 8-10 specifically identify the necessity for genuine Christians to manifest true submission to the Lord as they live their Christian lilves in a world that rejects God.

[3] Verses 11-17 essentially identify the significance of Christians remaining submissive to the Lord. Show how these verses make very clear the need for genuine submission to God in the lives of Christians.

Ninth Principle: Give Careful consideration to the Sixth major section of the book in Chapter 5.
[1] James closes out his epistle in this chapter with three concluding tests of the reality of our Christian Testimony. All three tests are climactic tests. From your careful study of this last chapter of James, show in general why these final tests may well be considered to be climactic.

[2] Now study the “Rich Man Test” in verses 1-6 in order to show how it is an especially appropriate test of the reality of a Christian Testimony in America today.

[3] Study verses 7-12 in order to discern clearly how this particular test is related to all the preceding tests the Holy Spirit has used to confront Christians with in the epistle. What is the key word in this passage, and how does it relate to our being continually faced with very real tests of our Christian profession of faith?
[4] Now show how the final eight verses of James identify the most climactic test of the reality of our Christian Testimony. 
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