
The Foundations of Redemption in the Book of Exodus

The most common form of violating the first commandment is through stubbornness. This can be easily seen by reading 1 Samuel 15:23. The end of the verse says plainly: “…and stubbornness is as idolatry.”

The two primary forms of stubbornness are: Unsurrender (Deuteronomy 8:20; Isaiah 30:15), and Unbelief (John 3:12; Matthew 8:26; 14:31; 16:8). 

Each form of stubbornness in the following acrostic, therefore, is a form of either unsurrender or unbelief.


Acrostic on Stubbornness as a
Violation of the First Commandment

1. Someday Unbelief
This form of idolatry essentially excuses my unbelief until some day in the future (unknown) when I will “be able to see it for myself,” or “mature” into believing God. The concerns with this form of idolatry are:
Faith is never a matter of “maturity;” it is always a matter of the will.
All too often, of course, this mystical day of “maturity” never seems to arrive.
This leaves me practicing idolatry throughout my life, all the while thinking “the Lord understands.”


Throne-room Unsurrender
This form of idolatry is very prominent to the point of saints making jokes about it. It essentially refers to surrendering everything to the Lord’s will EXCEPT…well, except anything at all. We are called to trust everything to the Lord and the ONLY time when this is genuine is when we refuse to withhold anything from His complete control. When we do this we are making a god out of our own will. The concerns with this form of idolatry are:
Surrender is never optional in the life of a genuine believer.
“Everybody does it,”  which presumably gives us the right to do so also.
True, we may embrace it, but to continue to do so is idolatry.


Understanding Unbelief
This form of idolatry is veery subtle. The Enemy uses this kind of thinking against the saints all the time. His ploy is leading us to believe that we owe it to one another to exhibit “understanding” when another believer is “struggling” to trust the Lord. This usually takes one of two distinct forms:
[bookmark: _GoBack]“I understand that it is a struggle to fully trust the Lord in the really big things! Why don’t you learn to trust Him with the small things first?”
“I understand that it is a struggle to fully trust the Lord in the small issues of life; we all face the same thing. Trusting Him with my eternal well-being is far easier than trusting Him with the everyday issues.”
The concerns with this form of idolatry are:
What we end up doing is excusing ourselves (right along with the “struggling” brother or sister) from ever genuinely acting in faith at all.
Believing the Lord is NEVER a matter of a struggle: It is a matter of the will…and, as we have already seen…in the immediate moment.


Bodily Unsurrender
This form of idolatry is also very prevalent among the saints in America. Essentially it is a matter of retaining control of the biological body I inhabit for myself, even in very small or personal ways. (compare Romans 12:1-2) The concerns with this form of idolatry are:
It is the most basic and obvious form of unsurrender we practice. If we will not even surrender complete control of our bodies to Him, how are we going to ever surrender anything else?
It is one of the clearest symptoms of an unsurrendered will.
Specific examples will be given in class.


Bandwagon Unbelief
This form of idolatry is just as prevalent as everything we have already seen. Essentially it presumes that if I can just find other “Christians” who have decided not to trust the Lord (in the same matter in which I do not want to trust Him) I can just hop on the bandwagon with them and all is well. Examples will be given in class. The concerns with this form of idolatry are:
God deals with each of us individually, never giving us the option of joining others in a mutual agreement not to trust Him.
When we stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ, we will stand there alone.
Very serious because it puts the priority on the opinions of the group rather than obeying God. 


Orthodox Unsurrender
This form of idolatry is especially subtle because it is always associated with those who are living “committed lives” unto the Lord. It is encountered both on the individual level as well as on the “corporate” level, as entire churches practice it. The concerns with this form of idolatry are:
The special danger of tradition in churches, literally teaching God’s own people to practice idolatry.
The powerful hold this idolatry maintains on hearts. It is very difficult to turn people from practicing this idolatry when they associate it with “being good Christians.”
The fact that most American “Christians” are steeped in religious habit patterns rather than a genuine relationship with the Lord through faith.

 Restless Unbelief
This form of idolatry is commonplace in America among “Christians.” We are prone to excuse pretty much every form of fretfulness and anxiety because “we live in troubling times.” The concerns with this form of idolatry are:
It is often excused (as are others we have seen) on the basis of a supposed “lack of maturity.”
It is also often mistaken for being a “matter of personality.”
But God never excuses a lack of rest among His people. (See Hebrews 3)
This form of idolatry guarantees that those indulging in it will “wander in the wilderness,” not entering into His rest.


National Unsurrender
This form of idolatry is especially prevalent among conservative Christians in America. It is predicated upon misconceptions and confusion regarding how a saint is to view his native country. This form of idolatry is practiced in “good” churches all across the country regularly. It essentially allows veneration for country to move right in alongside reverence for God. The concerns with this form of idolatry are:
It is strongly urged upon American Christians constantly.
It is based upon man-centered views of American “greatness.”
It ignores clear Scripture.
It is difficult to disavow because those who do so are very often treated as though they just aren’t “real Americans.”


Nest-Egg Unbelief
This form of idolatry is very dangerous and has a very powerful grip upon many American “Christians” because it is literally ingrained in our national identity or being a “rags-to-riches” country. We are taught from the cradle onward that “being responsible” is the greatest good. Laying up in store for “security’s sake” is looked upon as the true test of being a responsible person. But this is entirely against Scripture. (Compare Matthew 6 and Exodus 16) The concerns with this form of idolatry are:
It is not only accepted but strongly promoted among nearly all “Christians” in America.
It is used as leverage to force saints to align with the prevailing American (NOT biblical) definition of responsibility.
It has weakened and destroyed many American families, even those of Christians.
It makes it easy to violate clear Scripture. (EG-when mothers go outside the home to work because two incomes are “necessary” in order to “be responsible,” as well as Keeping the Sabbath day [the Lord’s Day] holy)
It utterly undermines faith on every level.



Educational Unsurrender
This form of idolatry has become more and more prevalent as America has worked to make education attainable for everyone. The problem has been that we have long ago rejected the Lord’s revelation about education in His Word. Now we define education in whatever manner pleases us. And we seek a “better education” for our own fleshly reasons. Examples will be given in class. The concerns with this form of idolatry are:
It is all socially acceptable, even among Christians.
Some forms are particularly prevalent ESPECIALLY among Christians.
Must go to college
Should go to “Bible” college
Often ignore dangers of advanced “education”
Routinely make a goal out of a by-product


Special Circumstances Unbelief
This form of idolatry deceives many Christians. Basically it refers to a commonly indulged allowance for unbelief due to “special circumstances” of some kind. It may be a tragedy, a setback, some extreme family situation, etc. The concerns with this form of idolatry are:
Life is literally full of such experiences.
Choosing not to trust the Lord in any circumstances gives the idolater nowhere else to turn.
Often results in inappropriate or even sinful connections when the person seeks comfort from a human being in inappropriate ways.
Misrepresents the Lord, since others observing see that He somehow just did not provide what was “necessary” in the circumstances.


 Silver-Spoon Unsurrender
This form of idolatry is also quite prevalent in advanced Western cultures like America. Basically it manifests itself whenever the “Christian” essentially just cannot (will not) let go of something important to him/her in order to follow the Lord. Examples will be given in class. The concerns with this form of idolatry are:
Faith enables our flesh to release its grip on anything and everything in order to glorify Christ. Therefore this idolatry walks in the flesh rather than by faith.
In America we have grown up with the lie that we are “entitled to” fill our lives full of whatever pleases us.
Once such a “silver-spoon” is in our mouth it can only be dislodged by faith, but faith cuts across the grain of our natural desires, so the removal of the spoon is extremely hard because we fight so hard to keep it.
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