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I. First Principle: Form general impressions of the section of the Bible as a whole before entering into a detailed study of the individual books. 

In approaching any section of the Bible it is well to first read through it a number of times, seeking to form general impressions of it as a whole before entering into a detailed study of the books in it. From your own reading and previous consideration of the New Testament Epistles identify any general impressions you have formed about them as a whole.

II. Second Principle: Form general impressions of the subsection of the Bible you are studying.

Since the epistles are easily broken down into three major subsections, it is possible to form general impressions of each of the major subsections. From your consideration of the General Epistles [Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2, & 3 John, and Jude], identify any general impressions you form concerning them.

Third Principle: Study the book in the light of its historical background.

Often, being familiar with some of the historical background related to a portion of Scripture is helpful in understanding what the Lord is seeking to accomplish in our lives through it. This is certainly true with regard to this wonderful book of Hebrews.

If you carefully and thoughtfully read certain passages from the book itself, and keep in mind the apparent truth that it was written to many who had turned from Judaism to Christ, it becomes clear that the Holy Spirit was seeking to prevent these “Hebrew Christians” from lapsing back into Judaism.

A. From your consideration of any reference works helpful to you, along with the following passages from Hebrews, please suggest any clear reasons you can see why a Hebrew, after becoming a professing Christian, would be strongly tempted, especially in the days of the New Testament and shortly afterward, to turn back to Judaism. [See Hebrews 2:1-4;  3:7-19;  6:1-12;  10:32-39;  12:1-29;  13:7, 11-14]

B.  Now mention and discuss any groups of people for whom a heart-searching study of the book of Hebrews would seem to be quite appropriate today.

C. From what you have already learned about Hebrews, along with a consideration of the outline provided under the third principle below, please mention each of the different ways in which the Holy Spirit works through the book to counteract this tendency to fall away from Christ.

III. Fourth Principle: Seek to get a bird’s-eye view of the book as a whole.

· Please seek to familiarize yourself with the following simple outline of the book of Hebrews.

1. The Doctrine of Christ’s Superiority  1:1 - 10:18

a) Christ is better than the prophets      1:1-3

b) Christ is better than the angels          1:4 - ch. 2

c) Christ is better than Moses               3:1 – 4:13

d) Christ is better than Aaron                4:14 - 10:18

2. The Practical Applications of Christ’s Superiority  10:19 - ch. 13

a) His superiority produces a response of faith     10:19-39

b) His superiority is the substance of faith            ch. 11

c) His superiority encourages faith                        12:1-13

d) His superiority results in sanctification             12:14 - ch. 13

       by faith

A. Many Christians turn away from any serious contemplation of the book of Hebrews because they feel that “it is too difficult a book for the ordinary saint.” From your consideration of the above outline, along with a careful look at Hebrews 8:1, show how Hebrews is really a very “simple” book.

B. Seek to sum up in a simple phrase or sentence the essential message of the book of Hebrews. In your answer please keep in mind the outline on the previous page, and remember:

1. Of the nearly 10 chapters dedicated to the doctrine of Christ’s Superiority, over half of it reveals Him as superior to Aaron, the first High Priest of Israel.

2. The second section [Roman Numeral II] reminds us that this great book is meant to make a very real difference in our lives.

IV. Fifth Principle: Note the Place of the Book in the Canon of Scripture.

While it is not asserted that the arrangement of the books in the Bible is inspired, we have confidence that their placement has been providentially guided by God. With this in mind seek to discuss any reasons you can see why Hebrews comes where it does in the New Testament.

V. Sixth Principle: Seek to be open to the Distinctive Contribution of the Book.

There is no doubt that each of the 66 books in the Bible makes a distinctive contribution. From what you know thus far state what you believe to be the distinctive contribution of the book of Hebrews.

VI.   Seventh Principle: Pay close attention to any Key Words or Expressions in the Book.

In the study of many of the books in the Bible it is helpful to notice key words or phrases which are repeated or used in a special sense. Consider each of the following words or phrases used in Hebrews, and show how each one helps you to enter into the central message of the book.

1. “Better”

2. “Having” and “We have”

3. “Eternal”, “for ever” and “the same”

4. “Sat down” and “Once”

VII. Eighth Principle: Trace the Central Message throughout the Book.

At this point we begin to follow the development of the inspired writer’s central message throughout the book. We will follow the outline given on page 4.

The Doctrine of Christ’s Superiority  1:1 - 10:18
A. Christ is Better than the Prophets
1:1-3

1. From your thoughtful consideration of these wonderful verses mention several ways in which God’s revelation of Himself and His will “by His Son” reveals the superiority of Christ over the prophets.

2. What revelation of the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ do you see in these first three verses of the book? In other words, what in these verses clearly indicates that Jesus Christ is God?

3. How does this introductory paragraph tie in with the central message of the book?

Christ is Better than the angels
1:4 - ch.2

4. In chapter 2:1-4 we come to the first of five great warnings in the book of Hebrews.

a) In your own words state what you believe to be the great warning given in this passage.

b) Show how this great warning takes on deeper meaning when it is looked at in its context [right in the heart of Hebrews 1 & 2].

c) How is this warning related to the central message of the book?

Christ is Better than Moses
3:1 – 4:13

5. Mention and discuss any ways in which the Lord Jesus Christ is revealed to be “better” than Moses in Hebrews 3:1-6.

6. How does this help you to enter in to the central message of the book as a whole?

7. In chapter 3:7-19 we come to the second of the five great warnings in the book of Hebrews.

a) In your own words state what you believe to be the great warning given in this passage.

b) How is this warning related to the reference to Moses in 3:1-6?

c) How is this great warning related to the central message of the book?

8. By comparing ch. 3:6 & 14 with ch. 4:1-3 mention and discuss how it is through the Lord Jesus Christ that God’s people truly enter into rest.

9. Read 4:4-6 and 9-11 in order to prayerfully discern the important exhortation given us there.

10. Show how verses 12 & 13 provide us with a precious promise concerning our entering into rest.

11. What does this life of rest have to do with the central message of the book?

· Since this last portion of the first section of Hebrews is rather lengthy, we will expand our outline of it in order to more readily fix its contents in our minds. [Please seek to familiarize yourself with this outlline.]

B. Christ is Better than Aaron



4:14 – 10:18

1. Transition Paragraph


4:14-16

2. Christ: Called of God an High Priest
chs. 5 to 7

a) Like unto Aaron
5:1-10

b) 3rd Great Warning
5:11 to 6:20

c) Unlike Aaron
ch. 7

3. Christ A More Excellent Ministry

8:1 to 10:18

a) Introductory Paragraph
8:1-5

b) A Better Covenant
8:6-13

c) A Better Sanctuary
9:1-11

d) A Better Sacrifice
9:12-23

e) A Better Salvation
9:24-28

f) A Better Atonement
10:1-18

1. Transition Paragraph
4:14-16

a. Show how this paragraph sums up the contents of chapters 1 to 4.

b. Read through the outline given above and glance through this last portion of section one in your Bible in order to mention at least one way 4:14-16 helps to prepare you for all that follows.

2. Christ: Called of God and High Priest
Chapters 5 to 7

a. Like unto Aaron
5:1-10

1. From your careful consideration of this passage, please mention any ways in which the Lord Jesus Christ, our Melchisedec, is a priest like unto Aaron.

2. Can you suggest any reasons why the Holy Spirit would emphasize these likenesses between Christ and Aaron?

3. Explain carefully what you believe to be the meaning of verses 7-9.

b. 3rd Great Warning
5:11 to 6:20

1. In your own words, state what you believe to be the great warning given in this passage.

2. Show how 5:11 to 6:3 forms a substantial introduction to this important warning.

3. From your careful reading of 6:4-12, along with any study helps you deem necessary, and checking other Scriptures, state what you believe to be the meaning of these verses.

4. Show how 6:13-20 provides “strong encouragement” in pressing on to maturity.

c. Unlike Aaron
Chapter 7

1. From your careful study of this chapter, mention and briefly discuss any ways you can see that the priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ is unlike the priesthood of Aaron.

2. Now show how this helps you to enter more fully into the central message of this wonderful book.

3. Christ: A More Excellent Ministry
8:1 to 10:18


a. Introductory Paragraph
8:1-5

· Please mention anything in these verses which helps to introduce us to the more excellent ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.


b. A Better Covenant

8:6-13

1. From your own examination of this passage, along with Jeremiah 30 to 33, and any commentaries or other sources you find helpful, please briefly discuss the “old covenant,” the “new covenant,” and the “everlasting covenant” [Hebrews `13:20].

2. What are the key elements in this passage regarding the new covenant? Did Old Testament saints ever experience the new life granted through this new covenant?

3. Please seek to state in your own words how this new covenant reveals Christ’s ministry to be better than Aaron’s.

c. A Better Sanctuary

9:1-11

· Show how these verses emphasize the more excellent sanctuary into which the Lord Jesus Christ has passed as our Better High Priest.

d. A Better Sacrifice

9:12-23

· Mention and discuss anything you find in this passage that helps to reveal the Better Sacrifice offered by the Lord Jesus Christ.

e. A Better Salvation

9:24-28

1. Show how this passage reveals the fullness of the salvation provided by the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Seek to notice anything in this passage which helps to really “clinch” Christ’s part in each aspect of your salvation.

f. A Better Atonement

10:1-18

· Mention and briefly discuss how these verses show that the atonement ministered by the Lord Jesus Christ is superior to that offered by Aaron.

· Review your own work along with your class notes on pages 11 to 16, then seek to express how this great section of the book of Hebrews is designed to encourage us to enter into the central message of the book.

II. The Practical Applications of Christ’s Superiority   10:19 to ch. 13

C. His Superiority Produces a Response of Faith   10:19-39

1. In this passage we are confronted with the 4th Great Warning in the book of Hebrews. In your own words, state what you believe to be the great warning in this passage.

2. Can you suggest any reason that this particular warning has such force at this point in the book of Hebrews? [In your answer, you may want to relate it to the Doctrinal Section which precedes it and to chapter 11 which follows it.]

3. Briefly explain the meaning of 10:19-21.

D. His Superiority was the Substance of Old Testament Faith
Chapter 11

1. Seek to express the meaning of Hebrews 11:1-3 so that it is seen in its relation to the message of the Doctrinal Section we have just finished considering [1:1 to 10:18]. Also be sure you stay with this question until your answer “clinches” the meaning of true faith in your own heart.

2. From your careful consideration of Hebrews 11, along with John 8:56, Hebrews 11:26, and James 2:14-26, mention the foundational ways true faith in the ever-present Lord will be manifested. [For example: One way true faith in Christ was manifested in the lives of the saints has been THEIR WILLINGNESS TO SUFFER.]

3. State what you believe to be the meaning of 11:13 and 39-40.

E. His Superiority Encourages Faith

12:1-13

· Mention and discuss any ways in which the fact that Christ is better provides us with wonderful encouragement in these verses.

F. His Superiority Results in Sanctification by Faith
12:14 to ch. 13

1. In 12:14-29 we encounter the 5th Great Warning in Hebrews. In your own words state what you believe to be the great warning in this passage.

2. From your careful study of this passage, and recalling the Third Principle on page 3, mention anything you find which intensifies this great warning.

3. Can you suggest any reason why this most heart-searching warning comes where it does in the book?

4. Show how the recurrent emphasis upon “continuing”, etc. [see verses 1,8,9,14,15 directly, and verses 2-5,7,16-18 indirectly] is appropriate amidst the closing remarks of this great letter.

5. Select several of the individual admonitions in this thirteenth chapter in order to show how they help to illustrate the central message of the book.

6. Show how the “benediction” in verses 20-21 provides an excellent ending for this wonderful book.

VIII. Ninth Principle: Select a Great Hymn or Song of the Faith to Clinch the Message of the Book.

· Write its words here.

IX. Tenth Principle: Bibliography Principle.

· Mention any principles guiding you in the selection of good Christian reading materials suggested from the study of the book of Hebrews.

X. Eleventh Principle: Prayer Principle

· Mention anything from the book of Hebrews that helps you in your prayer life.
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